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I lived here for 20 years now. I am a carpenter; I have always been a carpenter. The water is the most important thing to me because we use it daily, we have water from rice fields and we use it for everything. The water is a need to live. We need it for everything, we grow cassava, we practice terraced agriculture and we don’t have any field. We buy woods from people that have machines for preparing them. I think the woods come from Moramanga and its surrounding; we just buy them and prepare them at the timber factory. It is not safe here these times; there are minor robberies and so on. There were a lot of forests here but now we only have small patches remaining because of the use of firewood and because of charcoal production.
The forest is responsible for rainfall, if there is no rain fall we face the kere, drought; and so does for the land. The soil needs rainfall, the temperature changes a lot, and we don’t know how to react to that. Last year or two years ago, when the rainfall was almost absent and the lands were facing severe drought. That was the same for he rice fields. That was the first time I really experienced that absence of rain and rice fields drought. I don’t know how people think but everyone has its reason. Myself, I invite people to plant trees and stop slash and burn because it destroys the environment. I am aware that I participate in its destruction. I think I should invite people to think about it.
What change have you observed?  
The changed I observed about the nature is mixed; good and bad. The good is one is for example when it rains sufficiently, the vegetables grows. In contrary when we don’t have enough rainfall, there is nothing to harvest. I don’t remember when but we had once a very good raining season.
How do you personally feel about this change?
When we experience a very cold winter and the body tends to be lazier. That is a proof but I thank God for everything he gives.
Do people in the village still have traditional practices? 
Yes, they do. They practice it in Ambomalaza be and Asaomby down Ankanana. Those are the only places I know. I don’t know any about those places, I just heard there is a Douany there but honestly I know nothing about that. I have never been there before.
Do you have any favorite place here? 
When we do our laundry in the source it is already a nice place, it is like we are picnicking. There are a lot of places I like, like the pool. There is also this forest of Ambohimalaza in the Rove. What is special about this place is that we can see royalties’ tomb and Fanorona they played before. The vegetation there is the same as we have here; there are guava trees, Eucalyptus. But it true, there is still a naturel forest there but the people cut the Eucalyptus trees. There still a lot of guava trees and other fruit trees. There are other fruit trees up there but most of them are cut. I didn’t grow up here so I don’t know if there were beautiful places that disappeared but my husband really the soccer field, he plays soccer there. The field is there, the former president Ravalomanana built it. It was eucalyptus plantation before but it has been transformed into soccer field. We like going in the field and also at Tsimbazaza Park in Antananarivo.
Did you observe any change in biodiversity around here? 
I don’t know, I don’t pay attention to that. I know that the trees are used to make charcoal and most of the wood workers provide themselves in big carpenters with machines. People cut trees but they there is no one replacing them. I would say the forest is now about the third size of what I remembered of it years ago.  There was in Andafiavaratra a huge forest but now there is nothing left, and on this side there was a large plantation of Pines but now it is also gone. I don’t know if it will totally disappear one day.
How do you feel about this loss? 
Personally, I don’t know how I really feel about it; I let everything in God’s Hands. I can imagine how to live in old days when there were only natural forest, that’s must have been really nice.
